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London, Jan. 16th.

Wilkes's writs of error were argued yesterday before the
Lords ; and the Lord Chief Justice Wilmot, in the name of
the other judges, declared in behalf of the verdict already
given against him, which was then confirmed, without one
lord saying a syllable in his defence. As he has two parts
of the legislature thus firm against him, it remains to see
whether he and the people can make any impression on the
House of Commons. If the world can attend to anything
else, this week comes on before the House of Lords that
most extraordinary cause between the families of Douglas
and Hamilton, equal to any in the Causes Celebres. Adieu !
I do not hear a word of my Lord Chatham. Madame de
Barre, the French meteor, does not seem to be a fixed star.

1246.   To SIB HOBACE MANST.

Arlington Street, Jan. 31, 1769.

THE affair of Wilkes is rather undecided yet, than in
suspense. It has been a fair trial between faction and
corruption; of two such common whores, the richest will
carry it.

The Court of Aldermen set aside the election of Wilkes
on some informality, but he was immediately re-chosen.
This happened on Friday last, the very day of his appearance
at the House of Commons. He went thither without the
least disturbance or mob, having dispersed his orders ac^
cordingly, which are obeyed implicitly. He did not, how-
ever, appear at the bar till ten at night, the day being wasted
in debating whether he should be suffered to enter on his
case at large, or be restrained to his two chief complainta
The latter was carried by 270 to 131, a majority that he will
not easily reduce. He was then called in, looked ill, but
behaved decently, and demanded to take the oaths and hisDuke of Dorset.    Watyole*
